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	Upcoming Events
IARP N.J. & Pa.

Joint Conference

June 2-4

IARP Pa. 

Bureau of Workers Compensation Conference
June 7-8
IARP W. Va. 

Shoring up Your Vocational Evaluations

June 18, 2010

IARP Ariz. 

Conference & Awards Program

June 18

International Symposium on Life Care Planning

Orlando

Sept. 13-14
Visit RehabPro.org for more information.
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Last summer President Rodney Isom challenged the IARP Board of Directors to focus on building membership at every level of the association.  He appointed a special Membership Committee comprised of section representatives, chapter presidents and members of the international board of directors to comprehensively address membership growth and retention as well as attract students and young professionals. I was selected to serve as the chair of the advisory group in addition to my role as the chairman of the IARP Council of Chapter Presidents.

After a thorough analysis of recent satisfaction surveys, strategic plans and the direction of the various disciplines represented by the association, the committee will now take action on a number of projects to achieve its goals.

Initiatives recently completed and/or underway include:

· Consistent branding of IARP as personally fulfilling via I am IARP photos and stories.

· Advanced collaboration, sharing of expertise, etc. via IARP Connect eGroups.

· Enhanced section Web sites featuring useful and up-to- information.

· Online New Member Join and Event registration processes.

· Specialized recruitment campaigns via targeted e-mail and postal mail lists.

· Updated printed materials for distribution to prospects via postal mail and in-person events.

· Focused retention effort via telemarketing.

Projects being developed include:
· Online membership renewal process.

· Production of a comprehensive membership benefits and orientation video, as well as webinars for specific audiences.

· Redesigned exhibit booths for national and local events.

· Advanced tracking of membership trends.

· Comprehensive program to increase the ranks of educator and student membership.  

As we deploy each of these initiatives, your personal experience will be enhanced and the value of IARP membership will grow. Stay tuned!
--Dennis Funk
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	SECTION NEWS
SSVE Section’s Measurable Progress 

It has been almost one year since IARP established a section for Social Security Administration Vocational Experts. In this short period of time, great progress has been made to achieve its initial goals.
· Established an eight member executive committee for the SSVE section and appointed regional representatives in each of the 10 SSA regions.
· Initiated a multi-faceted campaign to increase SSVE fees.
· Met with the SSA ODAR Commissioner and representatives of the Inspector General on issues of great concern to SSVEs, including the Oct. 2010 BPA renewal and contracted rate.
· Planned and executed the SSVE Compensation and Availability Survey, distributing results to SSA and key members of Congress.
· Developed and confirmed a list of all SSVE’s nationwide.
· Coordinated an online list of resources of great value to SSVE section members. 

The IARP-SSVE section started a membership drive in May aimed at recruiting the 750 SSVE’s who are not IARP members to join (currently there are approximately 1200 SSVE’s nationwide of which 450 are IARP members). The membership campaign consists of a series of e-mails and postal letters asking them to join, discussing the SSVE’s membership benefits and discussing our campaign to raise fees. We also plan to engage a professional telemarketing company to follow up with targeted prospects. 
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The IARP-SSVE section is also undertaking a government relations fundraising campaign to raise funds to hire a representative in Washington. The selected firm, Akerman-Senterfitt (http://www.akerman.com/) will assist the section in its campaign to to increase fees from the 1979 rate. As mentioned above, IARP developed a good working relationship with the SSA Office of Disability Adjudication and Review and Office of Inspector General,a s well as the Government Accountability Offfice and key Congressional leaders. They each acknowledge that the fee is inadequate, but insist that nothing can be done unless and until Congress presses the Administration. This where the Government Relations Representative come in. 

Decreasing the backlog of disability cases is SSA’s number one goal, and Congress and the President have pressured SSA to address and resolve it. The IARP-SSVE Compensation and Availability Survey (available at www.rehabpro.org) indicates that unless the reimbursement rate is increased, SSA will have an increasingly difficult time scheduling enough hearings to meet the current demand and address the backlog of disability cases. 

Donations to the IARP-SSVE Government Relations Fund can now be made directly via the IARP Web site. We need $100,000 to fund the lobbyist. Assuming that we reach our fundraising goal and are able to contract with Akerman Senterfitt, IARP-SSVE will work with them to obtain support from key Congressional committees. 
Continued on page 4
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	CHAPTER NEWS
IARP Nebraska Conference Features Renowned Experts
The Nebraska Chapter of the International Association of Rehabilitation Professionals sponsored a two-day conference in Omaha, Neb. May 6 and 7 . The conference was titled “OMG! What a Conference!” and featured nationally renowned speakers debating the worklife expectancy tables which are widely used by attorneys, insurance companies and medical professionals.  Speakers Tony Gamboa, PhD and Christopher Pflaum, PhD addressed their own worklife expectancy tables that each has developed.  Tim Field, PhD, a vocational expert and nationally renowned leader in the vocational rehabilitation industry moderated a debate regarding the data sources used by each author and the rationale behind and the application of the worklife expectancy tables.  Kent Jayne, MA, MBA, a vocational economic consultant and rehabilitation economics specialist presented information about the many data sources for the worklife expectancy tables.  
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David Stein, Ph.D. who is a nationally renowned vocational rehabilitation counselor and expert in vocational evaluation, counseling, employability assessment, life-care planning in civil litigation spoke on Daubert challenges and using clinical judgment in forensic vocational rehabilitation along with local VRC Jack Greene, M. Ed.  Dr. Stein also presented information on the McCroskey MVQS Volcano system for conducting transferable skills analysis, loss of earning capacity evaluations, and projected economic losses.  Cynthia P. Grimley, MS, CRC, CCM, D-ABVE and Jan Lowe, M.S. also offered their expertise regarding the McCroskey System.  
Continued on page 5
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	SECTION NEWS

IALCP Supported ISLCP Presenter Profile
Harvey E. Jacobs, Ph.D.

[image: image15.emf]Harvey Jacobs has a long history of serving people seeking opportunity who are challenged by disability following neurologic, psychiatric, developmental, medical or physical impairments.  Now in private and consulting practice for individuals and programs, he previously served on the faculty of the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, the UCLA School of Medicine and Temple University.

Dr. Jacobs has numerous research publications and has received millions of dollars in grants from federal, state and private foundations for his work.  He is the author of the book Behavior Analysis Guidelines and Brain Injury Rehabilitation:  People, Principles, and Programs and Training Job Seeking Skills, a comprehensive 
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multi-media program to help people capable of community employment find jobs. His new book,

Understanding Everybody's Behavior After Brain Injury: DON'T “DON'T” will be published later this year. 

Dr. Jacobs' current interests include behavioral rehabilitation for neurological, psychiatric, medical and developmental disorders; brain injury; severe behavior dysfunction; rehabilitation outcomes research; vocational rehabilitation; family systems; staff training; and community integration.

Hear from Dr. Jacobs at the 2010 International Symposium on Life Care Planning: "Contemporary Challenges in Life Care Planning"; Walt Disney World® Contemporary Hotel. 

For more information visit www.islcp.com.

	SECTION NEWS

SSVE Progress, continued from page 2
All the while, the IARP-SSVE section will work with other groups to increase support for our issues and maintain visibility. These groups include:
· Federal agencies with oversight or interaction with SSA: GAO, OIG, SSA Advisory Board
· National Disability Rights Groups
· Other components of ODAR-Judges Union, claimants’ reps, SSA management union, medical experts

A lot of hard work has gone into this new section over the past 12 months and the SSVE Executive Board, representative and members would like to thank everyone for their contribution as well as thank the IARP Executive board for their support.

--Amy Vercillo ScD, LRC, CRC, CDMS, IARP-SSVE Section Chair
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	CHAPTER NEWS

IARP Nebraska Conference Recap, continued from page 3

Nationally renowned speaker, vocational expert, life-care planner and bilingual vocational 

rehabilitation counselor Mary Barros-Bailey, PhD addressed attendees regarding ethics and ethical dilemmas in professional counseling settings.  Dr. Barros-Bailey is also the Panel Chair for the Occupational Information Development Advisory Panel (OIDAP) which is charged by the Social Security Administration with the responsibility of creating an Occupational Information System (OIS) which is  a publication that will replace the outdated DOT and create a new job information system that will be  widely used in forensic settings for defining jobs, job tasks, job qualifications, and the physical demands of jobs for vocational rehabilitation counselors, attorneys, judges, employers, physicians and the Social Security System.

The new occupational information system (OIS) development panel which includes Dr. Barros-Bailey and Shirleen Roth, each discussed the changes to OIS information and asked for input regarding the new system. 

And finally, local attorney Melany Lanagan, a mediator and practioner of personal injury, product liability and civil litigation presented and discussed Nebraska legal updates.  

The conference was well attended by people from at least eight states and we received many compliments and thanks for a great conference!
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	1926 Waukegan Rd., Suite 300

Glenview, Ill. 60025

Phone: (847) 657-6964

Toll Free: (888) 427-7722

Fax: (847) 657-6819

IARP-HQ@tcag.com

www.rehabpro.org

IARP is professionally managed by

The Center for Association Growth

	 

10% Discount on All Classes

Nearly 700 pre-approved CEUs for CRC, CDMS, CCM, CLCP, CRRN available online
Visit our website at www.AAACEUS.com/IARP
New Classes in 2010: 

--The CRCC Desk Reference on Professional Ethics - 8 hours

--Standard of Care: Making Sense of Practice, Ethical, Legal and Credentialing Guidelines in Forensic Rehabilitation - 4 hours

--Test Review Manual for Vocational Evaluations - 10 hours

-- Systemic LUPUS Erythematosus - 8 hours
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