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Difference between 2002 series and 2014 computerized 

2002 (Paper) 2014 (Computerized)

Enrollment
Enrollments were conducted on site at 
an approved GED testing Center. 

Enrollment is conducted through a web 
page and can be completed anywhere. 

Cost
In 2013, the fee increased from $75 to 
$150. Rest fee $30 per retest.

$30 per test = $120
Retest fee: first two are discounted in 
2014. To receive the discounted fee, you 
must retest within 12 calendar months 
of your first attempt.  After two retake 
attempts, you need to wait minimally 60 
days before you can retest on the same 
subject. You will then pay full price for 
the next test. After that, you can receive 
two more discounted retakes. 



2002 (Paper) 2014 (Computerized)

Five tests vs. Four 
Five tests: Total time: 7:05 minutes

• Writing (50 questions/ 75 minutes plus 
essay/ 45 minutes) 

• Reading (40 questions/ 65 minutes)

• Math (50 questions/ 90 minutes) 

• Science (50 questions/ 80 minutes) 

• Social Studies (50 questions/ 70 minutes) 

Four content areas: Total time 7:25 minutes

• Reasoning Through Language Arts (RLA) (150 
minutes)
- Section 1 (35 minutes*)
- Section 2 (45 minutes)
- Student Break (10 minutes)
- Section 3 (60 minutes*)
*The time allotted for sections 1 and 3 may vary slightly, 
but the total test time will always be 150 minutes.

• Mathematical Reasoning (115 minutes)
- Part 1 - (first 5 test questions) calculator not 
allowed
- Part 2 - (remaining 41 test 
questions) calculator allowed

• Science (90 minutes)

• Social Studies (90 minutes)
- Section 1 (65 minutes)
- Section 2 (25 minutes)

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/rlalink
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/mathlink
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/2014-faqs
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/sciencelink
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/socialstudieslink


2002 (Paper) 2014 (Computerized)

Testing Locations (site bound)

Generally full fee was paid to one center and 
all tests were taken there. If a candidate 
needed/ wanted to test at another location, 
they paid a per test fee. 

Once registered for GED testing, a candidate 
can make an appointment at any testing center 
located in the state of Washington. 

Processing and Feedback Time

Math, reading, Social Studies generally posted 
within minutes to 24 hours. Writing tests 
would take between one to two weeks due to 
the essay 

Generally 24 hours or sooner. Some students 

have reported their scores were ready in less 

than an hour. 

Retest Policy

Two retest per subject per calendar year. 
Candidate would have to wait until the next 
calendar year to retest additional times.

After two retake attempts, you need to wait 

minimally 60 days before testing on that 

subject again. 



2002 (Paper) 2014 (Computerized)

Test Score Range

200 – 800   
410 to pass  
450 for battery average 

Washington test-takers need to score a 150 on 
each test and 600 on the entire test battery (all 
four parts combined). 

•Below Passing: 100-149
•GED® Passing Score: 150-169
•GED® Honors Score: 170-200

Test Feedback 
Some centers allowed Examiners to interpret 
GED scores relative to college placement levels 
based.

Score Reports will include feedback to
help failed testers to improve scores.

Response Format
Multiple-choice (five answer option), essay, 
and grid format questions
Scratch paper/ pen/ pencil

hot spot (split screen), drag-and-drop, short 
answer, extended response, fill-in-the-blank, 
multiple choice (four answer option), cloze 
(drop-down menu embedded within text),  Dry 
erase board/ Expo marker. Basic computer 
skills are necessary for testing. 



Difference between 2002 series and 2014 computerized 

2002 (Paper) 2014 (Computerized)

Testing Material
Scratch paper, pencil, pen, Casio FX260 solar Erasable note board, non-permanent pen, TI-

30XS on-screen calculator

What has not changed:
• Student must not be currently enrolled in a high school nor received a High School 

Diploma. 

• Age requirement: Age 16 – 18 will still need a completed Request for Approval to Test or  
Notarized Statement/Letter for Home School Students.

• You must present an official valid, government-issued photo ID that verifies name, 
signature and birth date. Must be a Washington State resident.



How to set up an GED 
student testing account 
and requesting 
accommodations



https://GED.com



Setting Up Email Account



Setting Up Email Account



Setting Up New GED Account

Password must contain:
• 8 or more character
• Letters (a-z)
• At least 1 number (0-9) or symbol (#, $, %, etc.)
• Not your email



Setting Up New GED Account



Setting Up New GED Account



Setting Up New GED Account & 
Accommodations



Setting Up New GED Account & 
Accommodations



Dashboard



About the Tests



Study Guides 



Test Tips



Test Tips



Calculator Tutorial



Scores



After GED Completion



Requesting Accommodations 

What types of conditions or impairments might need to be accommodated?

The most commonly accommodated conditions include:
• Learning disabilities
• Visual impairments
• ADHD
• Emotional disorders such as major depression
• Physical impairments

In addition, some chronic medical conditions may require a change in the standard testing
conditions, such as:
• Diabetes
• Crohn's Disease
• Chronic severe back pain due to an injury or illness

Finally, some individuals may qualify for an accommodation if they have a temporary medical
condition that requires an adaptation, such as:
• A broken leg
• Pregnancy



Accommodations Available

• Adjustable Contrast
• Adjustable Font
• Reader
• Recorder
• Hand-held calculator
• Talking Calculator
• Paper & Pencil Administration
• Braille Administration
• Screen Magnifier
• Screen Overlay
• Water Bottle
• Private Room
• Separate room and may move

• Separate room and read aloud
• Unscheduled Breaks
• Extra Time (5 minutes)
• Extra Time (10 minutes)
• Time and a Half (1.5x)
• Time and a Quarter (1.25x)
• Double Time (2x)
• Equipment
• Extra Break: 5 minutes break at 30 minutes 

(not allowed to leave resting area)
• Extra Break: 10 minute break at 45 minutes 

(may leave testing room)

All test-takers (without accommodation approval) have the ability to alter the 
color/contrast settings and increase font size (up to 20 font) of their exam. 



Automatic Accommodations 
(No request needed)

Comfort Aids:
• Earplugs 
• Noise Cancelling Headphones 
• Tissues/Kleenex 

Medicine & Medical Devices:
• Bandages 
• Braces- Neck, Back, Wrist, Leg or 

Ankle Braces 
• Casts - including slings for 

broken/sprained arms and other 
injury-related items that cannot be 
removed. 

• Cough Drops - must be unwrapped 
and not in a bottle/container. 

• Eye Drops 
• Eye Patches

• Eyeglasses (without the case) 
• Handheld (non-electronic) magnifying glass (without 

the case) 
• Hearing aids/Cochlear implant 
• Inhaler 
• Medical Alert Bracelet 
• Medical device attached to a person’s body
• Medical/Surgical face mask 
• Oxygen Tank 
• Pillow/Cushion 
• Pills - i.e. Tylenol or aspirin must be unwrapped and 

not in a bottle/container. 
Mobility Devices: 
• Canes 
• Crutches 
• Motorized Scooters/Chairs 
• Walkers 
• Wheelchairs



Requesting Accommodations 

Is listening to the test in auditory mode an accommodation on the new test?
Yes. The Screen Reader functionality will be available as an accommodation by 
approximately fall 2014. Prior to its availability, an individual requiring that accommodation 
will be provided with a human reader.

Will candidates or jurisdictions have to pay for readers or scribes?
No. Pearson VUE will arrange for these services at Pearson VUE’s expense.

Can test-takers request other computer devices that may assist their ability to access the 
computer based test?
Yes. If test-takers have a documented disability and present a need for adaptive equipment 
(ergonomic keyboard, track ball mouse, etc.), the equipment will be provided by Pearson 
VUE at no charge to candidates or the jurisdiction.

What type of process will be used for the visually impaired test taker?
Accommodations for the visually impaired are built into the computer-based testing 
interface. There is a version of the test in Braille.



Documentation Guidelines

• Documentation must be on evaluators letterhead

• Be current:

• ADD/ADHD: 3 years or less

• Leaning Disability: 5 years or less

• Intellectual Disabilities: 5 years or less

• Psychiatric/Psychological: 1 year or less

• Physical/Chronic health Conditions: 1 year or less

• Contain relevant information about the history of condition and how it 
impacts functioning, treatments using, and prognosis

• Include all scores, subtest scores, and index scores for any tests that were 
administered

• Include specific diagnoses

• Specific recommendations for testing accommodations and rational 

• Must be signed by the evaluator



Requesting Accommodations

Test-takers will be notified in writing of the accommodations decision, 
usually within 30 days.

If approved, test-takers will be given specific instructions for how to 
schedule their accommodated GED® Tests with the Pearson VUE 
Accommodations Scheduling team.

If denied, test-takers will be advised about the appeal procedures.

• Reasonable Adjustment Appeal Form

• Reasonable Adjustment Extension Form – accommodations 
approvals are automatically valid for 1 year from the date of 
approval



Contact Information:

Lisa Anderson, Testing Program Specialist, 

Landerson@whatcom.ctc.edu (360 ) 383-3052

Melissa Nyhus, Placement & Access Program Specialist, 

MNyhus@whatcom.ctc.edu (360) 383-3084

Thank you for your time.

Are there any questions?

mailto:Landerson@whatcom.ctc.edu
mailto:MNyhus@whatcom.ctc.edu

